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HARRISON TO BLAME

_—_— . —

For the Non-Enforcement of City Fire Or-
dinances Applicable to All Chicago
Theaters.

With Nothing Else to Do but En-
force the Laws, He Enforced
None of Them.

The Mayor Should Be Held Responsible for
the Loss of Nearly a Thousand

Lives,

If the Iroquois

One,

The expected has happened,
For over n year The Eagle has

plicable o theaters,

before the Iroquols  holocaust,

Is Mayor,"” contalned the

item:

Altlon of the theaters?

gurd,

seats on free passes to  Clty
people, '

nearly seven years ago, has

ordinances.

seen o vaeation, he has left town.
He loves to loaf.

Okluhomn.”

ful administration the subordinat
veaus of the city government

Graft has held sway, and
sway In every department of the
When an ~lection

rus

belong to the people” amd
UF lelected under false promises.

o |

{0 | cold-blooded sloth and

The Mayor, since hix fivst electlon
never
bothered himself nbout enforcing clty

Even After the Disaster He Says that the|
Iroquois Theater Was Chicago’s

Safest.

Theater
the Others Were
Pretty Bad.

heen

calling attentlon, nearly every week,
to the fact that Mayor Harrlson was
not enforeing the fre ordinnnces ap-

= |

Even In last week's paper, prnted

The

Eagle, nnder the heading of “Anarchy
following

What nbout the Investigntion of the con-
The publle has no
wore knowlédge now than It had before the’
tronble with the graft committee whether
all these bulldings are freproof op not,
The Eagle has over and over agnin
called attentlon to the carelessness of

the Harrison adwinistration in this re-

No attentlon was ever pall to the
matter by the Mayor or his appointecs.
To many at the City Hull the tre
ordinance applicable to theaters ap-
pears to have been used as a elub to
compel {the thenters to give up Its bost

Hall

He has been content to draw $10,000
a year for the first job, public or pri
wvate, that he has ever held In his life,
Belng o man without any private
business or profession to arend to,
one would think that he, of all others,
woiulld have tlme to devote to his of.
ticlal duties sufficlent to see that the
ordinances, safegunrding the lyes of
our cltizens, were properly enforced,
But he hns enforeed none of them.
Whenever the Clity Councll has tak.

When the Droguols five was burning
up almost u thousand of his fellow
citlzens, the Mayor was “hunting In

Under this man Harrlson's disgrace

¢ bu-
have

been permitted to run themselyes, E

holds
elty.

approaches, the
Mayor sets up o yell that “the streets
Bets re-

After election he velapses into hils
glyves up the

{8, | streets to thugs and the people to the

g | lames!

He is the only Mayor In all Chris-

R tendom under  whose

ndmindstration

decent burial hag been denled to the

_ honored dead.
5.

Under the relgn of this demagogue

ns Mayor, we howve seen, within the
f ' vast month, funeraly stopped, hoarses
4 Attacked In the streets, amd mourners
compelled to walk (o funerals, for lack

o of police protection,
Returning from ls “hanting"

bum

Was the Safest

to Oklnhomn on New Year's day, this
wolil blooded ereature had the effront-
ory to say In an Interview In the Iih-
He press, about the theater  which
no other Mayor woulldl have permitted
__I.n (U LU IH

“The Troquols Theater was the saf-
est n the city.”

Wint an admission!

It the Iroquols Theater was the saf-
est In the city what of the others?

Why were they permitted to run’

Mayor Harrlson was Informed by
the Bulldlng Commissloner, George
Willlums, months ago that the theaters
were violating the laws  and  ordi-
ILces,

Did Harrelson act upon this report
by enforelug the laws amnd ordinanees

Noo  He shivked hls duty entively
and turned the whole report over to
the Clty Counell!’

The Clty Councll was not elected to
enforee the laws,

Harvlson was elected
them,

What then wns his object In bnml-
ing the report over to the Clty Coun.
(8143

DId he wish to have the Clty Coun-
ell repeal the ordinances  which the
theaters were violating?

It wertninly looks ke it

It Chief of Pollee O'Nelll made a
report to the Mayor to the effect that
saloons were violating the law, or that
hand books were running  In  somw
plices, would the Mayor send the re-
port to the Clty Councll?

The truth appears to be that Harrl-
son dkl not want to enforce the ordl-
nances o regard to thenters,

It e badl he could have done so,

The followlng sectlons of the bmild-
Ing ordinnnee of the elty of Chicago
were violanted In the construction of
the roquols Theater,  The Harrlkow
administeation  permitted these viola-
tlons:

Nectlon 108 of the ordinance passed
March 28, 1808;

Froutage of Claks 1V, seating over)
Rt ulldings of Class IV, of great.
er seating capaclty than S0, and all
builidings of Cluss ¥, shall fuee upon
three open spaces, of which at least
one shall be n publie street, while the
two others, it not streets, must be pule
lie or priviate alleys of a width of not
less than ten feet each.

The Iroquols Theater practically had
but one legal face—that on the olley
to the north. The enteance was ob
KRandolph gtreet, bhut  that  entranee
practically was Independent  of  the
theater—slmply o loug lobby conpect-
Ing the theater with the street, the
theater proper belng sttunied ot the
rear of the other bullitings,  The thivd
frontnge required does not exist, al-
though ot present there s o vacant
spiee west of the theater (a0 sheer
witll broken only by big stage doors
and on this space an otlice bullding
s to stawl,

Section 182—Construction
Stuge

The framing of the flooring of the
very stage upon which movahle scen-
ery I8 to be used shiall be of lron or
steel,  The  stige floor way he of
wood, but not less than  three and
three-fourths Inches thick, The entive
tdoor construction awl ooy of Oy
gallevies and  vigging lofts  and all

to  enforcel

of the

(Contlnued on page Foup)

-
.

This Is the Mayor Who Did Not Enforce the Building and Fire Ordi-
nances, and Who Appointed Politicians to the Head of the
Building Department in Violation of the Law.

Seetlon 1108 of the ordinance ereating the Depanrtment of Bulldings, says:

“There I8 hereby created the offfce of Commisstoner of Bulldings, who shall be the head of said Department of
Linfldings, amd BIHALL BE AN EXPERIENCED ARCHITECYE O]} BUILLDER.

x . Now whom did Carter 1L Harelson appolnt amd hold o Lead of this most important department for six yenrs of

hils term s
Jumes MeAndrews nmd Peter Kiolbassa=nelther of whom was either an arehiteet or o bhullder,
Mr, MeAmdrews was a most agreeable gentleman and courteons oielal, burt e was not an architeet or a
bullder, His business experience was his assoclation with his father o the wetal business,  He was appointed Com-
missloner of Bulldings because Me. Harvison needed his politieal assistanee,
Mr, Kiolbassn was never nn architeet nor bullder., He was o polleoman in I8
for many years: n representative in the legisinture, City Treeasarer aond Alderwan,  His only “ontside business” wos
“teal estate nnd Insurance,”  He was appointed by Me, Haevlsonbeeanse of his alleged conteol of the Polish vote,
Haorrlgon I the only Mayor who hoas persistently viobited the ordinanee erenting this otiee,  Heore are the ree-
ords of the Mayors and Ballding Commissioners for the past twenty-tive years,

T2 0 clerk o the Costom Honse

Mayor, Building Connulssloner, Ocenpation,
Harvlson Benlor, IRTR—I8ST .. oiiees T Ty I Mexander KIrKInmd oo vio i irirrronrsrsnnnnesd Arelitect
Johin A, Roche, TSST—1880 . ..0viriirnnenss e e e 2l T ) DO B R Arehitect
Dewitt . Cregler, 18801801, ..., . a R e San i John M, Dunphy .o iiiiiiiniiii it snnansa <« Builder
Hempstend Washburne, ISOL=ISE o iiiiiiines Lontls O°'Nelll ......iueniinan e | - <o Bullder
Huarrison Senfor, IS .o vueverrnranrronansorsvaassssos o SIIFEW J, TOOIIE o vvenionssenssssssnssvnsessnns «« « Bullder
John I, Hopkins, ISO—IRIS .. ..oiniiins v amee cosMO B Elsendrath oo oiiiiiiiiiiiaiiisii e s s cAPChITeet
Goeorge B, Bwift, 18001807 ... iauieinnrninias cossasedoseph Downey oo, . oiaiaih iy veen e Bullder
Carter H., Horrlson, ISOT—1000. .o ooiiiiiiininnns vessocdnmes MeAndrews ... ..., TP R e R L e gt "olities

MOL—1IMI2 o oevrrvnnnnnsy snsasvrenvnnsnsssssnsnnnsssl®otor Klolbassn ,.00vvvv. Y Y T LT TT T R T

LTI L] S, sHRais e SN Chesnen e U H, Hierlson imethng. o oo iioraiscsiisaisnsensans Politles

T e A e P Y (e ONP L 'y EaTaaln s AR kAT AR TR T JGvorge Willlams ... .. .. SRR AN e Ay venen s Bullder

During the Klolbassa administeation, 8t, Luke's Sanltmrium, the Lincoln Hotel and other places burmed up
with great loss of Hfe, But when the great public optery agalust hix holding the Bullding Comissioneeship went
up, Kiolbassa resigned that Job and was promptly appointed to another job as member of the Local Board of Lin-
provements—salary 84,500 per year. He Is there yet,

Duving Havvizon's non-administeation the Orphonm Theater burnel,

During the Harelson politieal adiniulstration of the Bullding Department, the Columbia Theater hurned up, the
whole glace belng destroyed In o few minutes,  Fortunately there was no performance at the time. 1€ there had
been, 1,000 lives would have been lost ot least,

After every fatal fire under the present Harrlson administeation, the City Connell hag gone Into hysteries with
amendments to the bullding ordinanee, The published ecords of the Counell procecdings bear this ract out,

When the excltement blew over things went on as usial,

Ko they will go on now,

The Iroquols victhms will remain unavenged mul will soon be forgotten by Mayor Harrison and lis gang of
cheap Aldermen,  But 600 new made graves amd the same number of desolited homes will contlnue to ery for ven-
gennee!

Followlng are the provisions of the Hinois lnws and the chavter of the eity of Chleago under which the Mayor
I8 responsible:

General Dutles—8ee. 10 “He shall peeform all such datles as or may be preseeibad by law or by the elty ondi-
minees, AND SHALL TAKE CARE THAT THE LAWSN AND ORDINANCES  ARE  FAITHFULLY IN-
FORCED. " —Sturr & Curtis statutes, chap, 24, on Cltles, ote, art, 1, pare, 24, page (82,

Misfensanes of Muyor or Other Oficer—=See, 14: *In case the Mayor or other munieipal officer shiall at any thme
be guilty of o palpable omission of duty, or shall Willfally aowd corpuptly e gullty of oppression, wnleonduet, or mis-
feasanee In the discharge of the duties of his otfiee, he shall e Hable o indicnment in any conet of competent Jurisdice-
tion, nmd, on convietion, shall bhe fined In o s not exeecding L0 ol the conrt In which sueh conviction shall
b hadd shall enter an order removing such otficer from oflies,”

One of the Mayor's pals, .\]nlvrtmmTul of palpnble neglect of duty he ap-
Mavor, does not shave I the Mayor's | poluts o Counell Committee to white-
Idea that the Iroguols was the sufest | wash him,

theater in Chleago.

Here s what Mavor sald about the
Lroquols, after the fre:

“This theater should never have
boen allowed to open becnuse the law
commands that In every theater the
::lll',':,‘ JM::“::?H;.w],.]::l.}::lth,'lill..‘:.l:l;l. ‘Il.,-‘l‘l‘:. 'I'lh-.hl--.'l of the wavor and alderaen
stteot. Mo the gallery patrons wiere [ vestisnting thelr own »Ilurl«-u:nl].:-
abllzed to use the same exits as the |18 18 ilsgraceful as 1t s Lharvlisonin,
balcony patrons.”

of homes into which the shadow of
Death has been cast by ofieln] nogli-
genee Wil always keep alive the truth
with regard to him,

}

All the Counell Investigntors:  on
onrth will not bring baek to Jife the
g of one people burned through Har-
pison's tegleoct to enforce the lnws,

RIX hundred new made graves are
crving for vengennes against this cliy
wdntmesration, Wil they ery In valn?

)

Pl rogguiods holocanust is now a nine
duy s wonder amd the Harplson boom
for president can bob ap agaln,

;

Now for the whitewnsh!

Wilat o faree!  Iarclson appolnted
the Aldermande Tnvestignting Connldt
toe!

3

A chioaper or menaner bhody than the
Clidengo Conmmpn Counctl it wonld he
Ll to fid anywhere, Not a word of
protest was nttered at Monday night's | LRe it
wieeting of that body over the fallute |
of the mayor to enforee the e ordis
noanee governing theaters. Not o single
alderman had the conrnge to present a
resolution fmpenching the mayor, Yel
every citigen of Clileago would have
sald Amen! to such o resolution,

Travger teying to white.
It certaluly looks

Is Coroney

wash the mayor?

3

TInison's Civil Service Traad hoas
filned o Plhee Depaetient,

}

Coronetr Troeger st rememher
that his vest duty I8 to the public—
ot to Harrison,

)

Florrison amd Blood!

)

It 1s the opiniof of many people that
any one who lost o velative I they'Tro-
gquols Theater thre shonbd sue the cliy
for damages, A cliy which will elect
wd reseleet sueh a non-dawsenforeing
Mayor as Harvison must and should
pay the penalty.

The wavor's feiewds want his ense
by o speelal graond  Jury,
voniposed of Haveison wen,

ol el

The wayor hos been clgared by Her-
mann and Minwegan, anyway.

3

-
The dally newspapers may excuse

Whenever Mayor Harvlson 18 accus-

thely Mayoral pet. but the thousands

HARRISON

the fire ordinances was a wennce to
pubilie life.

That awful fire trap, the Columbia
theater, which Harrison permitted to
run wide open, burned from pit to
roul o fifteen minntes on Mouroe
streel, Fortunately there was no per-
formance ot the thne amd 1000 Jives
thnt would surely have been lost other-
wise, were savd,

Of course the City Councll at once
mende o binfl at amending the lire or-
dinnees,

(See Counell proceedings.

But the non-enforeement of the op-
dinimees by the mayor still continued.
The Ovphenm Theater, opposite the
ety hall, on Washington stroet, burn-
el from pit to reof, ander Harrlson's
wdhnindsteation,  Fortunntely no andl-
enee was In it at the thme. But the
nittention of the pubille was ealled 1o
Harvison's non-enforcement of the fire
nd bullding ordinnnees, A publle
howl: offielal hypoeritleal cant  from
Hareson, and nothing done—as usunl,

The 8t. Luke's Sanitavinm, 2ist
street amd Wabash avenue,  burned,
Twemy-nine lves wore lost, inelwd-

Ing n member of the Board of Alder-
Hen,

More amendments to the tire ordi-
Than e,

More apathy und neglect of duty on
the part of the mayor,

I'he Lincoln Hotel on Madison street
Lurned,  Twenty-two lives lost. The
ordimmnee violated, More howl, More
uon-enforcement by the mayor,

These things showed Mayor Hurrl-
son's laxity In o convinelng way.
|- The Chlengo Eagle frequently enllsd
Mayor Harvelson's attention to the non-
enforeement of the laws  governing
thenters, as our readers will recollect
il ns the following exteacts from our
flles pininly prove:

Frosn the Chlengo Eagle,
25, 12,

Are the theaters of Chicngo proper-
Iy safe-gunrded Tn case of re?

This question = of hoportanes to
the pubille, for the reason that theese
I o peneral bellel that the ety ordi-
manees are being violated in regoard to
overerowding amd that the lives of the
people are therehy endaongered by the
prapeictors of nearly all the theaters
In this cliy,

Juanuapy

Chieago Eagle, January 1002
There 1= bt oue teeproof theater in
the oy awil perbaps o practieal fest
woulldl prove It to b o ieproot oven,

o
N

Clhifepgo Eagle, Junuary 25,  1002:
Phere vl be o holoeaust in one of ony
Chicago theaters some day ol this
votten oty wdminlsteatlon will - be
Il for It

Chleago  Dagle, Jdanuacy 20, TN
Amast every nlght seos aislos full of
sigits b Clhideago theaters fn-delianee of

i L hiw,

Chieago Eagle, Jaunary 25, 1802
| HEow el o the Chledgo theaters
P oglve up®™ over ot the eity hall that

Py ave peradtted 1o vielate the law
with boapandiy s

Chieago Eagle, Jannaey 25, 102
Human e s very chieap In Clilengo.
Chilengo theaters Tmpevil houndecds of
Hoes esery night,

Chicngo Eagle, February 1,  1002;

WARNED.

The Chicago Eagle, Over and Over Again,
Called His Attention to
Fire Traps.

The Following Extracts from the Files
of This Paper Recall the
Damning Facts.

How the Mayor Can Hope to Escape His
Just Punishment Is a

Mystery.

He Should Be Arrested Under the Char-
ter Provision for Not Enforcing
the Law,

And Should Be Removed from Office Upon
Being Found Guilty in a

Court.
Hurrison has been warned  often | There will be a holocaust In one of our
etough, that his non-enforcement of | theaters some day and this rotten city

admmistration can be blamed for It
Chicago Engle, February 8,  1002:
Wait till one of the Chlcago thenters
burn wp, Then you will hear a howl
ahout the enforcement of ordinances,
The best way to avold the howl and
sive life s to enforee them now.
Chictgo Eagle, February 8, 1002:
There will be a holoenust In one of our
Chleigo thenters some day and this

rotten ity administration can  be
bliomed for It
Chieago Eoagle, Febroary 8, 1002:

There is but one fireproof theater In
this city and perbaps a practical test
would prove It to be n fireproof oven.

Chiengo Engle, February 135, 1002:
The sale of “standing room” In Chl-
vitgo theaters must be abolighed.

Clhileago Eagle, February 15, 1002:
The clty authorities have been fore-
wirned about the dangerous condltion
of Chileago theaters, If anything oce-
curs they will be held responsible for
it,

Chicago Engle, Feobruary 15, 1002:
Chicago ought to have safe thenters,

Chiengo Bagle, February 15, 1002:
The Fullding department does not en-
force  the ordinances  governing
theaters,

Chlepgo Eagle, February 15, 1002:
The next Chicago theater to burn will
probally be fdlled with people.

L]
-

Chicago Eagle, Febranry 1002
No Chicago theater burned last week,
Consequently no lives were lost,

Clhilengo Eagle, Febrary
Chy oftlelnls who neglect 1o enforee
the putestanding room  theater ordi-
i should e indietesd,

D)

22, 1002:

Chiengo Eogle, FPebraary 22, 1002
deoo Wi fuendsh o tre horror one

that will the

ol
waorhd,

these days appal

Chirago Eagle, Felraary 22, 1002;
Clidengo theator wanngers have adopt-
il o new seheme,  They sell much of
thele “standing room™ for the galleries
thus iperensing the visk of human life,

Chilcngo Eogle, Mareh 1, 1002:  ITow
winy of our bost theators wonld withe
stumd the dropping of a mateh,

Chicage Eagle, July 5, 1002 The
neat by fire barror for which  the
aretson  mbmdnisteation will bhe held

weonntable, togedther with his haild

Ing department, will be In sonwe of 1le
theaters of Chleago,  Thoso plicos of
WinnsEtment are wew e worse shingue
than ot any thee b the hilstor ol the
clity, ey are belng wlghily paekaedl
thie aloors, the exiis are erowilod, ther
i seate I the nisles ol Vading
roovin I the rear, s ovcnpiol = b
i extent o a= o et fegdiedl e .
safely of people peenpying sils,
Cliengo Pagle, Ootolusy 17, 1
The Fagle is of the opladon that the La
st ds o not e ondy theater swhileh
shionld Do suidected tooa rlizdd inspec-
tion by the ety anthoritles.  In addis

tton there shonhd be fSeewen on doty



